
Hard Rock Survivor 2026 Professional 
Football Season 

Official Contest Rules 
The “Hard Rock Survivor 2026 Professional Football Season” is a player-versus-player football survivor 
contest hosted by Hard Rock Cincinnati Casino and Sportsbook, located at 1000 Broadway, Cincinnati, 
OH 45202 (“Hard Rock Cincinnati”). 

For purposes of this Contest, “professional football” refers only to the 2026 National Football League 
regular-season schedule used by Hard Rock Cincinnati for Contest grading and administration. 

The entry fee is $100 per entry. All entry fees are non-refundable unless the Contest is canceled. Entry 
fees must be paid in cash at the retail sportsbook inside Hard Rock Cincinnati. Chips, vouchers, 
promotional credits, online payments, credit cards, and all other forms of payment will not be accepted 
for Contest entry fees. Each entrant may purchase a maximum of five (5) paid entries. Any attempt to 
purchase more than five (5) paid entries may result in disqualification from the Contest without refund. 
For purposes of the complimentary sixth entry, the promotional period begins on Saturday, August 1, 
2026, at 12:00 p.m. ET and ends on Saturday, August 22, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. ET.  

Entrants who purchase all five (5) paid entries in a single transaction during the promotional period will 
receive one (1) complimentary sixth entry. The complimentary sixth entry is not available unless all five 
(5) paid entries are purchased at the same time during the promotional period. The complimentary sixth 
entry has no cash value and does not increase the prize pool; however, it will be treated the same as a 
paid entry for purposes of weekly selections, elimination, advancement, and prize eligibility, subject to 
these Official Contest Rules. Entrants whose paid entries are eliminated as a result of the Opening Week 
Wednesday professional football game on September 9, 2026, or the Opening Week Thursday 
professional football game on September 10, 2026, may repurchase only the number of paid entries 
that were eliminated during those games. Repurchases are only available to entrants who completed 
initial registration before the Contest registration deadline. Repurchases are only permitted if, after the 
eligible Opening Week games are graded, the entrant has fewer than five (5) active entries remaining, 
including any complimentary entry. An entrant may repurchase only enough eliminated paid entries to 
bring the entrant back up to a maximum of five (5) active entries. Under no circumstance may an 
entrant have more than five (5) active entries after any repurchase. Repurchases must be completed no 
later than Saturday, September 12, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. Under no circumstance may an entrant 
repurchase more entries than the number of paid entries originally purchased. For example, if an 
entrant originally purchased five (5) paid entries and all five (5) entries are eliminated during the eligible 
Opening Week games, the entrant may repurchase up to five (5) paid entries. If an entrant originally 
purchased five (5) paid entries and received one (1) complimentary sixth entry, and only one (1) paid 
entry is eliminated during the eligible Opening Week games, the entrant may not repurchase that 
eliminated paid entry because the entrant would still have five (5) active entries remaining. If only two 
(2) of the entrant’s paid entries are eliminated during the eligible Opening Week games and the entrant 
has four (4) active entries remaining, the entrant may repurchase up to one (1) paid entry to return to 
five (5) active entries. If an entrant receives a complimentary sixth entry during the promotional period, 



that complimentary entry is not eligible for repurchase if eliminated. Complimentary entries do not 
increase the entrant’s paid entry limit and are subject to all Contest rules unless otherwise stated.  

All entrants must be at least 21 years of age; entrants must provide valid identification prior to entry. All 
entrants must be current members of the Hard Rock Unity program.  

Payment of entry fees, which must accompany registration, will be made at Hard Rock Cincinnati. 

Contest registration will begin on Saturday, August 1, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. ET. Hard Rock Cincinnati will 
provide each entrant with an entry form after registration and after the entrant’s weekly selection has 
been submitted. 

Contest registration and entry paperwork will no longer be accepted after 11:59 p.m. ET on Saturday, 
September 12th, 2026. 

Hard Rock Cincinnati reserves the right to cancel the Contest prior to the start of the Contest if a 
minimum of twenty (20) paid entries is not met, subject to applicable laws, regulations, and regulatory 
review. 

Rules of the Contest 

The Contest is won by being the last remaining entry with a correct selection during the 2026 
professional football season. A losing selection will cause the entry to be eliminated from the Contest. 
Weekly selections will be made on professional football teams to win without the use of a point spread. 
Entrants may only pick each team one (1) time throughout the duration of the Contest, per entry. Each 
entry is treated separately. A team selected for one entry does not restrict the entrant from selecting 
that same team for a different entry, unless otherwise stated in these Official Contest Rules. Example: If 
an entrant selects Team A to win during Contest Week 1 for Entry 1, Team A may not be selected again 
for Entry 1 for the remainder of the Contest but may be selected for another separate entry. 

For purposes of this Contest, a “Contest Week” means the applicable professional football weekly 
schedule period as recognized by Hard Rock Cincinnati for Contest purposes. Unless otherwise stated, 
each Contest Week will run from Wednesday through Tuesday, consistent with the 2026 professional 
football weekly schedule format. Contest Week results and grading will be considered final at the end of 
Tuesday, once all applicable Contest Week games and selections have been reviewed by Hard Rock 
Cincinnati. 

Solely for Contest purposes, all games are “action” despite any change in a game’s location. If a game 
deviates from its originally scheduled time and location, the game must be completed within the 
applicable professional football league’s designated week. All official Contest Weeks will coincide with 
the applicable professional football league’s official weekly schedule designation. If a game is not 
completed within a Contest Week, the entrant will choose two games in the following Contest Week. If a 
Thanksgiving or Black Friday Contest Week game is postponed past Friday, November 27, 2026, the 
entrant will choose two (2) Week 13 games.  Any unusual schedule changes, postponements, 
cancellations, or rescheduling scenarios not specifically addressed in these Official Contest Rules will be 
reviewed and resolved by Hard Rock Cincinnati management on a case-by-case basis, subject to 
applicable laws, regulations, and regulatory review. 



Postponed Games: If a selected game is postponed, and, under these Official Rules, the pick carries over 
to the rescheduled game, the entrant’s selection will remain active until the game is completed. If the 
postponed game extends into a subsequent contest week, the entrant must correctly select the winner 
of both the rescheduled game and their current contest week in order to remain eligible. A loss in either 
game will result in elimination from the contest.  

Weekly selections will be graded as a loss if the selected team ends its game in a tie. If the applicable 
professional football league awards a win and a loss for a game before the Contest Week ends and 
without the game being played, such as in the case of a forfeit, any selection for the winning team as 
deemed by the applicable professional football league will advance to the next Contest Week. Any 
selection for the losing team as deemed by the applicable professional football league will be eliminated 
from the Contest. There will be 19 potential selections made for each entry in this Contest. For Contest 
purposes, the selections are as follows: 

 Weeks 1-12 (12 Selections) 
 Thanksgiving/Black Friday (1 Selection) 
 Weeks 13-18 (6 Selections) 

Weekly Selection Process 

The selection window will begin at 11:00 a.m. ET on the Tuesday immediately before each Contest 
Week. The deadline for selections is 11:59 p.m. ET on Saturday night of each Contest Week. If the 
entrant is selecting a game that kicks off prior to Sunday, the selection must be made thirty (30) minutes 
prior to the selected game’s scheduled kickoff. Any attempt to make selections before or after these 
Contest Week selection deadlines will not be accepted. Any entry that does not select a team for a 
Contest Week prior to the applicable deadline will be eliminated. 

If an entrant is unable to submit a weekly selection in person, the entrant may submit a weekly selection 
by email to SportsbookContest@hrccincinnati.com. Email submissions are limited to two (2) total email 
submission opportunities per entrant during the Contest. Each email submission may include selections 
for all of the entrant’s active entries for that Contest Week. Email submissions must be received before 
the applicable selection deadline and must clearly identify the entrant, entry number(s), Contest Week, 
and selected team for each entry. An email selection is not considered submitted unless it is received by 
the designated Contest email inbox before the applicable deadline. Email submissions are subject to the 
same deadlines, team-selection restrictions, elimination rules, and all other Contest rules as in-person 
submissions. Entrants are solely responsible for ensuring that email selections are accurate, complete, 
timely, and sent to the correct email address. Hard Rock Cincinnati is not responsible for late, 
misdirected, incomplete, unclear, undelivered, or incorrectly submitted email selections. 

Selections are final and cannot be changed after a selection is made. Entrants are encouraged to keep 
their copy of the entry form. The entry form and Hard Rock Cincinnati’s official Contest records will 
serve as the official record of selection. In the event of any discrepancy between an entrant’s copy of 
the entry form and Hard Rock Cincinnati’s official Contest records, Hard Rock Cincinnati’s official Contest 
records shall control. 

 

 



Prize Structure 

The prize pool will be funded exclusively by Contest entry fees. Hard Rock Cincinnati will not retain any 
rake or administrative fee from the prize pool. All paid entry fees collected for the Contest will be 
returned to eligible winner(s) as prizes, subject to these Official Contest Rules. Complimentary entries do 
not increase the prize pool but are eligible to win and receive prize payouts in the same manner as paid 
entries. Prize payouts will be made by cash or check, at the winner’s election and subject to applicable 
reporting and withholding requirements. At the conclusion of each Contest Week, all entries with an 
incorrect selection, tied selection, missed selection, or invalid selection will be eliminated. Winner(s) will 
be determined as follows: 

 If more than one entry remains and at least one Contest Week remains, all remaining entries 
will continue to the next Contest Week. 

 If exactly one entry remains, that entry will be declared the winner, regardless of the Contest 
Week in which this occurs. 

 If zero entries remain after grading a Contest Week, the Contest will end and the prize pool will 
be split equally among all entries that were active at the start of that Contest Week and 
submitted a valid selection for that Contest Week. 

 If more than one entry remains after all Contest Weeks have been completed, the Contest will 
end and the prize pool will be split equally among all entries that remain active after the final 
Contest Week. 

The Contest will be considered official once Week 8 of the 2026 professional football season has been 
completed and all Week 8 selections have been graded. If the professional football season is canceled or 
does not complete at least eight (8) Contest Weeks, all paid Contest entry fees will be refunded. If the 
professional football season is not completed as scheduled after the Contest becomes official, the 
remaining active entries will split the prize pool equally, unless otherwise required by applicable law, 
regulation, or regulatory direction. If the professional football season is suspended but not canceled, the 
Contest will be suspended until professional football games resume. If no professional football game is 
completed for ninety (90) consecutive days after suspension, the Contest will end and entry fees or 
prizes will be handled based on whether the Contest had become official. Hard Rock Cincinnati reserves 
the right to modify, postpone, suspend, or cancel all or part of the Contest due to circumstances beyond 
its reasonable control, subject to applicable laws, regulations, and regulatory review. 

Payouts 

After the final Contest winner(s) are posted, a seven (7) day audit and dispute period will begin. Any 
dispute related to the Contest results or prize payouts must be submitted in writing to Hard Rock 
Cincinnati management during this seven (7) day period. At the conclusion of the audit and dispute 
period, the Contest results will be deemed official and final, and prize payouts will be processed. In the 
event of any dispute, the decision of Hard Rock Cincinnati management shall be final, subject to 
applicable laws, regulations, and regulatory review. Prize payouts will be subject to applicable reporting 
and withholding requirements. Winners are responsible for all applicable taxes and may be required to 
complete all required tax documentation before any prize payout is issued. All Contest payouts must be 
collected in person at Hard Rock Cincinnati within 365 days from the date payouts become available. 



Any prize not collected within that period may be forfeited, subject to applicable laws, regulations, and 
internal procedures. 

Terms and Conditions 

This Contest is not sponsored by, endorsed by, administered by, or affiliated with the National Football 
League, any NFL team, or any other professional football league or team. All league names, team names, 
logos, and related marks are the property of their respective owners. 

No employee of Hard Rock International, Hard Rock Cincinnati, its parent or affiliated entities, 
sportsbook vendors or contractors with access to Contest administration, or any individual prohibited by 
law, regulation, internal policy, or self-exclusion status may participate in the Contest. Immediate family 
or household members are also prohibited from participating where required by applicable law, 
regulation, or internal policy. 

By participating in the Contest, entrants authorize Hard Rock Cincinnati to use their name, image, 
likeness, and Contest-related participation information for lawful advertising, marketing, and 
promotional purposes related to the Contest, without additional compensation, unless prohibited by 
applicable law. 

All decisions regarding the interpretation of these rules for the Contest are solely at the discretion of 
Hard Rock Cincinnati management, whose decisions shall be final. 

Any reasonable suspicion of fraud, dishonest conduct, rule violation, ineligible participation, or attempt 
to circumvent these Official Contest Rules may result in disqualification without refund. If an entrant is 
disqualified, all entries associated with that entrant may be voided, and the entrant will not be eligible 
to receive any Contest prize. 

Hard Rock Cincinnati reserves the right to refuse entry to any person at its sole and absolute discretion. 
Individuals who are banned, self-excluded, or otherwise prohibited shall not be eligible to participate in 
the Contest or win any prize. If an entrant becomes banned, self-excluded, or otherwise prohibited after 
entering the Contest but before the Contest is completed or before any prize payout is issued, all entries 
associated with that entrant will be disqualified without refund, and any entry fees paid by that entrant 
will remain in the prize pool. Additionally, Hard Rock Cincinnati may refuse to accept any entry or 
weekly selection if there are concerns that any rule, regulation, or law governing this Contest has been 
violated. 

This Contest is subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 

Gambling Problem? Call the Ohio Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-589-9966 or visit 
Ohio.gov/responsible-gambling. 


